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Have you given any thought as to
what it would be like to be “without Christ”
(Eph. 2:12)?  Without Christ, one would be:

1)  AN  ALIEN.  An alien is a foreigner
which belongs to another.  If one is without
Christ, he belongs to Satan, “the god of this
world” (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:12).  He is a child
of the devil, and the devil is his father (Jn.
8:44; Acts 13:10).

2)  A STRANGER.  Paul declared to the
Ephesians that those without Christ are
“strangers from the covenants of promise”
(Eph. 2:12).  Before these folks obeyed the
gospel, they were estranged from God’s prom-
ise of salvation and eternal life.

3)  WITHOUT HOPE.  It would be sad to
have no hope, yet Paul said that before the
Ephesians became Christians they were without
hope (Eph. 2:12).  If a person has no hope, he
is without an “anchor of the soul” (Heb. 6:18-
19).  Without an “anchor,” one would be
“tossed to and fro” (Eph. 4:14).

4)  WITHOUT GOD.  Imagine being
without God (Eph. 2:12)!  One without God
would be without a spiritual Father (Gal. 3:26);
would be in no position to pray (Mt. 6:9);
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would be without a spiritual family (Eph. 3:15);
and the list goes on and on.

5)  IN THE WORLD.  That is, you would
be in the world of sin.  Jesus described this as
walking in “the broad way, that leadeth to
destruction” (Mt. 7:13-14).  You don’t have
to have it this way.  You can hear the gospel,
believe in Christ, repent of your sins, con-
fess your faith in Christ and be baptized into
Christ (Rom. 10:17; Acts 17:30; Mt. 10:32;
Gal. 3:27).  You then will be “made nigh, be
reconciled to God, be in the one body, have
access to the Father, and be no more strang-
ers, and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the
saints, and of the household of God” (Eph.
2:13-19).

Why not get into Christ today, where
salvation is (2 Tim. 2:10); by being  baptized
into Christ and the church (Gal. 3:27; 1 Cor.
12:13)?

CHRIST

An Alien
A Stranger
Without Hope
Without God
In The World
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Introduction
1. As there are things we must do with truth,

there are some things we must not do with it.
2. Let’s notice a few.

Discussion
I. SELL IT

A. Proverbs 23:23
B. Some will sell the truth for a little bit of

nothing!

II. CHANGE IT
A. Romans 1:25
B. There are warnings against changing the

truth (Dt. 4:2; 12:32; Prov. 30:6; 1 Cor.
4:6; 2 Jn. 9; Rev. 22:18-19).

III. TURN OUR EARS AWAY FROM IT
A. 2 Timothy 4:4
B. Like those of old, many today cry, “speak

unto us smooth things” (Is. 30:10).
C. Faithful preachers preach it when we want

to hear it and when we don’t (2 Tim. 4:2).

IV. RESIST IT
A. 2 Timothy 3:8
B. As Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses

(Ex. 7:10-13), some today fight against
the truth.

C. Turn away from truth-resisters (2 Tim. 3:5).

V. LIE AGAINST IT
A. James 3:14
B. All lies are against the truth (1 Jn. 2:21).
C. The Bible condemns lying (Rev. 21:27).

VI. TAKE IT OUT OF OUR MOUTHS
A. Psalm 119:43
B. Proverbs 8:7
C. We must always be found speaking the

truth (Eph. 4:15, 25).

VII. ERR CONCERNING IT
A. 2 Timothy 2:18
B. Fables and commandments of men turn

from the truth (Ti. 1:14).

Conclusion
What have you been doing with truth?

Basic Sermon Starters

WHAT WE MUST NOT DO WITH TRUTH

BcktoBscs@edwardspublishers.com
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The Holy Spirit used the phrase, “in
Christ” 77 times, from Acts 24:24 to 1 Peter
5:14.  Let’s observe some things found in Christ.

1)  REDEMPTION.  To the Romans Paul said,
“Being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 3:24).
All are in need of redemption, “For all have
sinned...” (Rom. 3:23).  In Christ, there is deliv-
erance from sin procured by the blood of Christ.
“In whom we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of his grace” (Eph. 1:7).

2)  ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS.  As Paul
wrote on the in Christ theme he said, “Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3).  If all
spiritual blessings are in Christ (and they are),
how many blessings of a spiritual nature are found
outside of Christ?  No, not one!

3)  THE PROMISE OF LIFE.  Paul addressed
Timothy, “according to the promise of life which
is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 1:1).  This is “eternal
life” (Rom. 6:23).  John tells us, “And this is the
promise that he hath promised us, even eternal
life” (1 Jn. 2:25).  And again, “And this is the
record, that God hath given to us eternal life,
and this life is in his Son” (1 Jn. 5:11).

4)  SALVATION.  2 Timothy 2:10 mentions
“the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal
glory.”  Salvation requires obedience as Christ
is “the author of eternal salvation unto all them
that obey him” (Heb. 5:9).

This brings up an important question in
our study:  How do I get into Christ?  Answer:
“For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. 3:27).

CHRIST

Redemption
All Spiritual Blessings
The Promise of Life

Salvation

“BAPTIZED INTO”
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It’s that time of the year when the
weather warms up and the clothes begin to
come off.  The Bible addresses the subject
of modesty in 1 Timothy 2:9-10 which says,
“In like manner also, that women adorn
themselves in modest apparel, with shame-
facedness and sobriety; not with broided
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But
(which becometh women professing god-
liness) with good works.”  Let’s take a look
at what the Bible has to say about modesty.

1)  WHAT IS MODESTY?  Modesty is
defined as orderly, becoming, well arranged,
decent.  Is what I am wearing orderly,
becoming, well arranged, and decent?  This
is a question we need to ask ourselves with
every garment we put on.  Is my attitude
one that wants to be well pleasing to God?
Am I just wanting to please myself?  Could
it be that I am trying to attract the opposite
sex?  Surely, I’m not trying to show body
parts that should not be revealed or exag-
gerated.  Wouldn’t it be horrifying to miss
heaven, or cause someone else to miss
heaven, because of the clothes I am wear-
ing or not wearing!

2)  HOW DO I ADORN MYSELF WITH

MODEST APPAREL?  Adorn simply means a
harmonious arrangement or order.  Paul wrote
that women adorn, or order, themselves in
modest apparel, with shamefacedness.
Shamefacedness means a sense of shame,
bashfulness; propriety.  Shame goes with
nakedness (Ex. 32:25; Is. 20:4), but one
problem is that we may not have been taught
in such a way that what we wear will make

us feel shame.  Also Paul stated that
women are to adorn themselves in modest
apparel with sobriety.  Sobriety denotes
soundness of mind or sound judgment.  It
is using prudence, moderation, discretion,
self-control, and sanity.  The clothing I wear
either shows I have some wisdom, self-
control and sound judgment, or it shows I
am weak, self-pleasing, shameful and do
not use sound judgment.  Paul also said to
adorn, not with braided hair, gold, or pearls,
or costly array.  Peter wrote, “Whose
adorning let it not be that outward adorning
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold,
or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the
hidden man of the heart, in that which is
not corruptible, even the ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight
of God of great price” (1 Pet. 3:3-4).  Others
need to see a meek and quiet spirit, instead
of my hair and clothing being the focus.

My dress is a reflection of what is
in my heart.  I might ask myself:  Does God
approve of what I am wearing?  What effect
does my clothing have on men?  What ex-
ample am I setting before those in the
world?  Am I respected by older women
because of my dress?  What is my influ-
ence on younger women, even my chil-
dren?  What is my disposition?  What am I
portraying?  Would I want to be caught dead
in what I have on?  Someday I will!  Is my
clothing modest, when I sit, bend, walk,
etc.?  Our dress is very important.  It shows
our strength or weakness in serving God.
Women professing godliness adorn them-
selves with modest apparel.
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Donnie V. Rader

The expression, “Thus saith the Lord”
is found over 400 times in the Old Testament
(KJV).  Similar expressions fill the pages of the
New Testament.  That statement should charac-
terize every aspect of the Christian’s life.  Obviously,
these words point to words that have come from
the mouth of God.  “Thus saith the Lord” should
describe:

1)  OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD THE SCRIPTURES.
All the Bible is inspired of God (2 Tim. 3:16-
17).  In fact, every word was chosen by the Holy
Spirit (1 Cor. 2:9-13).  As we read, study or listen
to the preaching of the word, we should respect
the Bible as the “word of God” (1 Th. 2:13).  Such
an attitude will make a difference in how we deal
with what the word says (from the creation
account to judgment scenes).

2)  OUR STUDY OF THE BIBLE.  The
Bereans searched the Scriptures daily (Acts
17:11).  We must study the word of God to grow
in knowledge (2 Pet. 3:18).  Our study should
be a study of what the Lord said over and above
what man has written.  There is a difference in
studying the Bible and studying about the Bible.
As we do our personal study on a daily basis, let
us study the word and not just read a few lines
written in some religious material.  Our Bible
classes should focus on the text rather than just
reading a few paragraphs from a workbook.

3)  OUR PREACHING.  Those who preach
must “speak as the oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11).
Paul told Timothy to “preach the word” (2 Tim.
4:1-2).  Preaching should be filled with Scripture.
All too often we hear “preaching” that uses little
or no reference to the word of God, but heavy

with stories, jokes or illustrations.  Only the
gospel has the power to save (Rom. 1:16).  Thus,
only by preaching that points to “thus saith the
Lord” can we lead men and women to salvation.
Any thought or concept that cannot be proven by
the text cannot be preached by faith.  Faith comes
from the word (Rom. 10:17).  Anything that is
preached for which there is not a “thus saith the
Lord” cannot be preached by faith.

4) OUR PRACTICE IN RELIGION.  We must
have a “thus saith the Lord” for all we do in
religion.  We must abide within the doctrine of
Christ to have fellowship with God (2 Jn. 9).  All
things must be in the name of Christ (Col. 3:17).
To act in the name of Christ means that we
function by His power or authority (Acts 4:7).
Those who practice lawlessness (acting without
law - without a “thus saith the Lord”) will hear
“depart from me” at the day of judgment (Mt.
7:21-24).  Our acts of worship must be based on
a “thus saith the Lord.”  The organization and
work of the church must be based on a “thus saith
the Lord.”

5) OUR DAILY LIFE.  Our conduct must be
“worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Phil. 1:27).
That means our whole life must be based upon
the Lord’s instruction.  Our dress (1 Tim. 2:9-
10), our speech (Mt. 12:36-37), our thoughts
(Rom. 2:16), our attitudes (Eph. 4:1-3), our
work ethic (Col. 3:23), our use of time (Eph.
5:16), our home life (Eph. 5-6; Ti. 2), and our
dealings with others (Rom. 12) must follow “thus
saith the Lord.”  May each of us strive to do just that.

1533 Highway 41-A North
Shelbyville, TN 37160
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Johnie Edwards

The White Rock Church of Christ in Dal-
las, Texas will have a seminar on September 17,
2005 with the main topic, “Where are we now?”
One of the subjects to be discussed is:  Is Instru-
mental Music a “Salvation Issue?”   Regardless
of what they say about this, the Bible teaches that
the kind of music authorized in the New Testament
is a “salvation issue.”  Mechanical instrumental
music in the worship is a “salvation issue”:

1)  IF WE ARE NOT ALLOWED TO ADD TO

THE WORD OF GOD.  Both the Old and New Tes-
taments teach that we are not allowed to add to
or take from what the Lord says.  The fifth book
of Moses teaches:  “Ye shall not add unto the
word which I command you, neither shall ye di-
minish ought from it, that ye may keep the com-
mandments of the Lord your God which I com-
mand you” (Dt. 4:2).  The wise man said, “Add
thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee,
and thou be found a liar” (Prov. 30:6).  Writing
the Corinthians, Paul penned, “...that ye might
learn in us not to think of men above that which
is written (the ASV says, not to go beyond that
which is written)” (1 Cor. 4:6).  The Holy Spirit
forbids additions and subtractions to the Bible,
especially the book of Revelation (Rev. 22:18-
19).  Mechanical instrumental music is an addi-
tional kind of music to New Testament teach-
ing!  There are two kinds of music: vocal and
mechanical.  The Lord said, “sing...” (Eph. 5:19).
To add mechanical instrumental music is to add
a kind of music unauthorized by the New Testa-
ment.  It is a “salvation issue!”

2)  IF EPHESIANS 5:19 MEANS WHAT IT

SAYS.  Paul wrote, “Speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing

and making melody in your heart to the Lord”
(Eph. 5:19).  There are a number of passages in-
dicating that the kind of music authorized is vo-
cal in nature, just like Ephesians 5:19 says (Col.
3:16; 1 Cor. 14:15; Heb. 2:12; Jas. 5:13).   Now,
please note this:  Whatever these passages tell
you to do, they tell me to do.  If they tell us to
sing and play, each one would have to sing and
play.  If not, why not?  Phillip Morrison, elder at
the Woodmont Hills Church of Christ, Nash-
ville, TN, said, in regards to the word “sing” in
Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16, “the pas-
sages are used as proof against instruments with
little regard for context” as he spoke on the an-
nual Freed-Hardeman Bible Lectureship on
February 11, 2005.  The discussion addressed
the question:  “Should the use of instrumental
music in worship be a barrier to fellowship with
others, such as Independent Christian
Churches?”  I am asking, what is there in the
context that authorizes the use of mechanical
instrumental music?  If the passages telling us
to sing mean what they say, then instrumental
music in worship is a “salvation issue!”

3)  IF GOD HAS SPECIFIED THE KIND OF

MUSIC FOR WORSHIP.  There are two kinds of
authority:  general and specific.  Sometimes God
makes general statements and sometimes spe-
cific ones.  The law of exclusion will not allow
general authority when it specifies!  When the
Bible says, “sing” (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), it ex-
cludes every other kind of music.  Just like when
God commanded Noah to build the ark of “go-
pher wood” (Gen. 6:14), it excluded oak and ev-
ery other kind of wood.  If not, why not?   If God
specified “singing” as the music He wants, then
instrumental music is a “salvation issue!”
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4)  IF THE SILENCE OF THE SCRIPTURES

SAYS ANYTHING.  Proponents of mechanical
instrumental music in worship argue, “the Bible
does not say not to use instrumental music in
worship.”  This kind of thinking will allow about
anything one might want to do in worship.  The
Bible often teaches by its silence.  For an example,
the question of circumcision was settled by
silence, when the Holy Spirit said, “to whom we
gave no such commandment” (Acts 15:24).  The
Hebrew writer settled the issue of Jesus not being
an earthly priest, as he applied the silence of the
Scriptures, by saying, concerning the tribe of
Judah, “of which tribe Moses spake nothing
concerning priesthood” (Heb. 7:14; 8:4).  The
word of God is as silent as a tomb concerning the
use of mechanical instrumental music in worship.
So, if silence of the Bible means anything, then

instrumental music is a “salvation issue!”

5)  IF ONE MUST ABIDE IN THE DOCTRINE

OF CHRIST.  John uttered, in 2 John 9, “Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God.  He that abideth in the
doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the
Son.”  Vocal music, not mechanical instrumental
music, is taught in the doctrine of Christ (Mt.
26:30; Mk. 14:26; Acts 16:25; Rom. 15:9; 1 Cor.
14:15; Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; Heb. 2:12; 13:15;
Jas. 5:13).  To have God, one must abide in the
teachings of Christ.  Surely, having God is a
salvation issue!  Consequently, this makes church
music a salvation issue.  If not, why not?

 We must get back to teaching the basics
of acceptable worship for the people of God.

Home Bible Study - NOW on DVDHome Bible Study - NOW on DVDHome Bible Study - NOW on DVDHome Bible Study - NOW on DVDHome Bible Study - NOW on DVD

Special Introductory Price:Special Introductory Price:Special Introductory Price:Special Introductory Price:Special Introductory Price:
Only $49.95

Is the church where you attend not
growing?  Edwards Publishers now has
the Home Bible Study on DVD.

Home Bible Study on DVD is an audio/
video presentation of the 4-lesson
Home Bible Study, conducted in a
home setting by Johnie Edwards.  The
DVD is designed to be used in teaching
non-Christians.  Watch the video with
your prospect, as they fill out the
companion Home Bible Study booklet.
The DVD can also be used as a training
video in learning how to teach the
Home Bible Study.  An excellent
personal work tool for church members
in converting the lost.

http://www.edwardspublishers.com/books/HBS_DVD.htm
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In Antioch of Syria, the Holy Spirit sent
Paul and Barnabas forth (Acts 13:1-4) and in time
they came to Antioch in Pisidia (v. 14) where
they entered into a synagogue.  The law and the
prophets were read (v. 15); then the rulers said,
“If ye have any word of exhortation for the people,
say on” (v. 15).

1)  JESUS IS PREACHED AS SAVIOUR.  Paul
reviews the history of Israel (vv. 17-22).  God led
Israel out of Egypt (v. 17) and in the wilderness
for 40 years (v. 18).  God led them into Canaan,
destroyed seven nations and divided the land by
lot to them (v. 19).  For about 450 years God gave
them judges until the prophet Samuel (v. 20).  Is-
rael wanted a king and God gave them Saul for 40
years and then raised up David after he rejected
Saul (v. 22).  God according to his promise to
David raised up a Saviour to Israel, namely Jesus
(vv. 23-24).  It was then John the Baptist that
preached the baptism of repentance to Israel (vv.
24-25).  Jesus fulfilled prophecy (vv. 26-29).

2)  THE RESURRECTED CHRIST IS PREACHED.
The rulers condemned Jesus to death and desired
Pilate that he would have Jesus put to death (vv.
27-28) which he did.  Jesus was buried (v. 29),
but “God raised him from the dead” (v. 30).  The
apostles were witnesses that He was resurrected
from the dead (v. 31) and by this He was declared
to be the Son of God with power (Rom. 1:4).
The resurrection of Jesus was glad tidings (v. 32).
God fulfilled the promise which he made unto
their fathers (v. 32) and to “us their children” (v.
33).  He did this by raising up Jesus.  This was in

fulfillment of the prophecy in the second Psalm
which said, “Thou art my Son, this day have I be-
gotten thee” (v. 33; Ps. 2:7).  By inspiration,
“Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee”
is applied, not to His birth, but to His resurrec-
tion!  Paul preached that the “sure mercies of
David” (Is. 55:3) would be given to Christ as said
in Psalm 16:10, “Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy
One to see corruption” (v. 35).  The father
“David...saw corruption” (v. 36), but Jesus whom
God raised from the dead “saw no corruption”
(v. 37).

3)  THROUGH JESUS IS PREACHED REMISSION

OF SINS.  Paul preached that through Jesus was
preached the “forgiveness of sins” (v. 38).  It was
first preached in Jerusalem to the Jews (Lk.
24:46-47; Acts 2:38) and now preached to “all
nations.”  It is only through the name of Jesus
that salvation is obtained (Acts 4:12).  Jesus is
the only way to the Father (Jn. 14:6).

4)  WARNED NOT TO REJECT CHRIST.  Paul
warns them by saying, “beware” (v. 40).  Of what
were they to beware?  Paul quotes the prophet
Habakkuk (1:5) saying, “Behold, ye despisers,
and wonder, and perish:  for I work a work in
your days, a work which ye shall in no wise be-
lieve, though a man declared it unto you” (v. 41).
Just as God would cause the nations that rejected
Him to be punished, He will cause those who
reject Christ through whom He offers salvation
to the world to perish.

Even though we are removed from
Antioch by two thousand years and many miles,
men should not seek salvation through any means
other than Christ today.  Islam and all the east-
ern religions with their idolatry will not any more
save men today than in the time of the apostle
Paul.

PO Box 271407, Tampa FL 33688

Sermons In Acts

by Tom O’Neal
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The section of God’s New Testament
library labeled General Epistles is so called
because these seven epistles (James, 1 & 2 Peter,
1, 2, & 3 John and Jude) were not addressed
to any particular individuals or churches as are
the Special Epistles which we discussed in our
previous article, with the exception of the very
short epistles of Second and Third John.  In his
second epistle, John addresses his letter to “the
elect lady and her children,” whomever that might
be.  Some think he was speaking of the church,
and others think he was addressing his letter to
some unknown person.  Third John is addressed
to “the beloved Gaius.”

The epistle of James is addressed to “the
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad,” likely
meaning all Christians everywhere (spiritual Israel,
Gal. 3:26-29; 6:16).  In his epistle, James discusses
such subjects as faith, humility, the necessity of
obeying the word and not merely hearing it;  the
relationship of faith and works, dangers of the
tongue, wisdom, worldliness, covetousness, and
patience in affliction.

Peter addresses his epistles to “the
strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia” (Gentile Christians
throughout the Roman Empire).  He encourages

them in their persecutions, and calls for continued
dedication to the cause of Christ.  He reminds
them that they are God’s children, yet strangers
in an antagonistic society.  He points to Christ
as an example of patient suffering, and admon-
ishes them to be good stewards of God’s grace.
He exhorts elders to be good shepherds and for
all to humble themselves under God’s mighty
hand.  Peter’s second epistle reminds his readers
of the necessity of adding the Christian graces
to their faith.  He warns of false prophets who
had come in among the brethren, and of God’s
judgment upon such.  He speaks of the second
coming which will be accompanied with the
destruction of the heaven and the earth as we
know it, and the ushering in of the “new heavens
and new earth.”  He closes by admonishing Christians
not to be led astray by the error of the wicked.

John, especially in his first epistle, deals
with a philosophy that was threatening the early
church - Gnosticism.  Those who embraced that
false doctrine claimed to have insights and special
knowledge that the apostles did not have.  Their
teaching led Christians into sensualism, and a
rejection of Christ as one who had come in the
flesh.  He has much to say also about the subject
of love and its requirements.

The little book of Jude (one chapter),
written with a pungent pen, condemns certain
false teachers among the brethren, very much
like Peter’s second epistle.  He and Peter un-
doubtedly had the same false teachers in mind.
He calls attention to God’s punishment of the
angels that sinned and the ungodly cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah, and warns that the Lord
will bring a similar judgment upon those false
teachers and all who are ungodly.

In the next article, we will look into the
last room in the Divine library, and view with
John the marvellous scenes of the apocalyptic
book of Revelation.
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Paul Adams

“Suffer the little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not:  for of such is the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:14).

Memory Verse:  “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.  For by it the elders obtained a good report” (Hebrews 11:1-2).

Which One?
Look up the Scripture reference to identify which outstanding person from the early history of
mankind is being described.  Draw a line to the correct person.

Noah

Abraham

Moses

Was the meekest man.
Numbers 12:3

Built an ark.  Genesis 6:14

Left Ur.  Genesis 15:7

God promised to bless
every family through his
seed.  Genesis 12:3

Was a preacher of righ-
teousness.  2 Peter 2:5

Received tablets of stone.
Exodus 24:12

Let Lot choose.
Genesis 13:9

Father of Ham, Shem, and
Japheth.  Genesis 7:13

Married Sarai.
Genesis 11:29

Saw a burning bush.
Exodus 3:2

Worked with pitch.
 Genesis 6:14

Grew up in Pharoah’s
house.  Exodus 2:10
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QQQQQuestion:

AAAAAnswer:  It is really not a matter of what we say or think.  The issue is, “For what
saith the scripture?” (Rom. 4:3).  So, we make our appeal to the word of God for the
answer.

1)  OF CATHOLIC ORIGIN.  The doctrine of original sin, often called Adamic
Sin or Inherited Sin is found in the teaching of Catholicism; not the Bible.  The idea
is that Adam sinned and his sins were passed down to those born after him.  In other
words, children inherit sins from their fathers.

2)  CHILDREN HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL.  The fifth book of
Moses declares, “Moreover your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, and
your children, which in that day had no knowledge of good and evil, they shall go in
thither, and unto them will I give it, and they shall possess it” (Dt. 1:39).  There is a
period in the life of a child when he does not know either good or evil.  Paul put it
this way, “For the children being not yet born, neither have done any good or evil...”
(Rom. 9:11).

3)  EACH IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS OWN SIN.  Deuteronomy 24:16 says, “The
fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to
death for the fathers:  every man shall be put to death for his own sin.”  This is the
reason Ezekiel penned, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.  The son shall not bear the
iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son:  the righ-
teousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall
be upon him” (Ezek. 18:20).  “...every one shall receive the things done in his body,
according to that he hath done...” (2 Cor. 5:10).

4)  GOD MAKES CHILDREN UPRIGHT.  It is rather strange to believe that a baby
is born a sinner, when the wise man said, “Lo, this only have I found, that God hath
made man upright; but they have sought out many inventions” (Eccl. 7:29).

5)  ONE HAS TO TRANSGRESS GOD’S LAW TO SIN.  John defined sin, as he
wrote, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth the law:  for sin is the transgres-
sion of the law” (1 Jn. 3:4).  If a baby is born a sinner, what law of God has he
transgressed?  Babies are safe in God’s sight; not sinners.

Have A Bible Question?  Send To: Back To Basics, P.O. Box 462, Salem, IN 47167

“Our preacher teaches that a baby is
born a sinner.  What do you say?”
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